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Profile of Cologne:

Population: 1,000,000 Area: 405kmi

Cologne originated from a colonial commercial city established by
the Romans in the 1st century. Today, it prospers as a key junction of
transportation and a center for commerce and tourism. It is also the

hub of contemporary arts and music. Cologne Cathedral, famous for its
two steeples, is known as the largest example of Gothic architecture in
the world. It is also famous for being the origin of “Eau de Cologne.”
Date of signing sister-city agreement:

May 29, 1963
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Motivation and background:

The Ambassador of Germany visited Kyoto in 1958. He and the Mayor of Kyoto talked about the possibility
of forming sister-city ties between Kyoto and one of the cities in Germany. When the Mayor of Kyoto visited
Cologne in 1962, he expressed his wish for Kyoto and Cologne to become sister cities. The City of Cologne
unofficially agreed. In 1963, the Ambassador of Germany handed over the sister-city agreement from Cologne.
The Mayor of Kyoto visited Cologne to attend the signing ceremony.



